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Statement on Signing the Wild Bird Conservation Act of 1992

October 23, 1992

I am signing into law H.R. 5013, the
“Wild Bird Conservation Act of 1992.” I
take great pleasure in signing this Act be-
cause it promotes the conservation of wild
exotic birds and provides for other measures
related to fish and wildlife conservation. It
also demonstrates our global leadership in
the protection and conservation of wildlife.

Over the past 4 years, my Administration
has played a strong role in the development
of a world conservation strategy. The
United States is a long-standing member
of the Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES). This Act provides an impor-
tant mechanism for the United States to
implement the decisions and resolutions
agreed to under CITES. Other nations, in-
cluding those within the European Commu-
nity, have also acted to regulate imports
of exotic wild birds whose populations may
be detrimentally affected by trade.

Furthermore, this Act authorizes the Sec-
retary of the Interior to support the man-
agement efforts of other nations in the con-
servation of their wild birds. Funds to assist

these countries will be made available
through the Exotic Bird Conservation Fund
established by this Act.

Our action here exemplifies our commit-
ment to wildlife conservation around the
world. By strengthening our wildlife import
policies and by encouraging the wildlife
management programs of other countries,
this Act will help to prevent any further
decimation of wild bird populations.

I commend the bipartisan leadership of
the House Merchant Marine and Fisheries
Committee as well as a broad range of
groups, including conservation organiza-
tions, importers, scientists, breeders, hu-
mane organizations, and the pet industry,
for working with the Administration on this
legislation.

GEORGE BuUsH
The White House,
October 23, 1992.

Note: H.R. 5013, approved October 23, was
assigned Public Law No. 102—440.

Statement on Signing Legislation Establishing Asian/Pacific

American Heritage Month
October 23, 1992

Today I am signing into law H.R. 5572,
which designates May of each year as
“Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month.”
In May 1990, I was proud to extend Asian
Pacific American Heritage Week to a full
month celebration. Therefore, I am pleased
to have the Congress join me in recognizing
the important contributions of Asian Pacific
Americans and the impact of their distinct
and dynamic cultures on our great Nation.

As President I have witnessed poignant
and difficult times for Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans, but I know the tremendous value of
Asian Pacific Americans to this country.
Much as others who have come to our

1938

shores, Asian Pacific Americans came here
seeking freedom and yearning for the
American Dream. And like other immi-
grants, Asian Pacific Americans are finding
it—in the arts, in business, in science, in
public service—across the spectrum of
achievement. I am pleased to pay tribute
to the significant contributions of Asian Pa-
cific Americans.

GEORGE BusH
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